St. Catherine of Siena

10 North Pocono Road ¢ Mountain Lakes, New Jersey 07046
Rectory (973) 334-7131 + Religious Education (973) 334-5257

June 1, 2010

Dear Parents,

If it's June, it must be time to register for Réigs Education classes for the 2010-2011 schoaol Yaase take a few
minutes to read the Handbook and fill out the tegi®n form, which are both enclosed with thitdet Vacation Bible
School will be held the week of June™2a the afternoon from 1:00-3:30 pm. This yearase headed to the “High Seas
Expedition" — where kids experience the deep rglivaters of God'’s love! Adult and teen voluntears needed. For
more information please contact Susan Textoreg&794-4477 or stextores@optonline.net

As always, we try to improve our program. All afrgorograms are on the list approved by the UrBdes Council of
Bishops. Grades one through five will use Faittstifiegacy, a spiral series from Resources for Chridtiaing. These
grades run for approximately twenty four weeks.degrasix through eight will be using a series froarddurt Religion
Publishers which is comprised of seven differepids including: Sacraments, Morality, the Churdbsus Christ, the
Trinity, Revelation, and the Kingdom of God. Welf¢hat breaking the courses down to seven weedgranes will hold
the attention of this age group, and make it vatgresting and informative for our students. Oanf@mation program
follows a series by RCL which is a two year intéirge program and includes an active sponsor componét is
therefore important for your ninth grader to sesiguconsider who will be his/her Confirmation sponssince the
sponsor will need to work with your child over thext two years.

Each year we try to improve our program to meetrbeds of our parish family. We have added retréat all
sacramental grades and have found them quite b&ieive plan to continue to offer a retreat todgraix, during class
time, which will be given by the Salesian Sistaxanf Newton. Grades seven and eight will also béeffiefin in house
retreats given by our peer ministry students.

Our Christian Formation Advisory Council, CFAC again planning for a wonderful year of family aitas that help us
to live out our Christian faith. We will begin Wita Family Fun night on Friday, Octobél IThe calendar for next year
will be coordinated at our August meeting to bl he the Library at a date and time TBA. We amwaals seeking new
ideas, activities, and helpers. If you are lookiomga way to become involved in the formal religgoeducation of your
child but find the weekly commitment as a catectiosbe overwhelming, think about joining this corttie®. We meet
about five times during the year to plan activitietich for the most part take place during a Syridargy. The time
commitment is minimal, but the activities have gdéimpact on our understanding of Catholic tradgio

THE CLASSESARE ASFOLLOWS:

We will have a Kindergarten class, but are unabtéia point to know whether it will be held on &aay or Wednesday
afternoons. If you have a child who will be attewgdKindergarten in September and would like teetaklvantage of our
class, please indicate that on the registratiomfoAs soon as we are able to determine which dagam accommodate
the Kindergarten class, we will call you. It wik on a first-come first-served basis.

First grades will meet on one of the following daytonday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday afternfrons 4:00 —
5:00 p.m. depending upon availability. Class spadamited, so if you would like to have your firgtader on the same
afternoon as an older sibling, please send backetfistration as soon as possible. Classes widlebeip on a first come
basis. All afternoorclasses will begin the week of Septembef.lease check the times and dates of the evening
classes, somef which will begin the week of September"13



All second grades, Monday, 4:00 — 5:00 p.m. bdégmSeptember 20

All third grades, Tuesday, 4:00 — 5:00 p.m. bewigrSeptember 21

All fourth grades, Wednesday, 4:00 — 5:00 p.mirmdgg September 22

All fith grades, Thursday, 4:00 — 5:00 p.m. betity September 23

Al sixth grades, Tuesday evening, 7:00 — 8:15. jpeginning September 21

All seventh grades, Monday evening, 7:30 — 9:00. p.
Sept. 18 — Oct. 28'; and Jan."8 — Feb. 1%

Alternating semesters with

All eighth grades, Monday evening, 7:30 — 9:00.p.m
Nov. ' — Dec. 1% ;and Feb. 28 — Apr. 11"

All ninth grades, Wednesday evening, 7:30 — 9:00.p
Nov. 39— Dec. 18; and Mar. 2 — Apr. 13

*Please note: This schedule reflects an extended class on November 17" extending from 5:15-9:00 pm for an in-
houseretreat. Thereis also a Sunday practice for the Sations of the Cross on April 10, 2011.

Alternating semesters with
All tenth grades, Wednesday evening, 7:30 — 9:60 p

Sept. 18 — Oct. 27; and Jan."8 — Feb. 18 [plus practice and Confirmation dates to be anoed]
*Please note: The Confirmation Retreat will be held the weekend of September 10", 11" and 12", 2010.

PARENTSARE REMINDED OF THE FOLL OWING IMPORTANT DATES.

General Parent Meeting for grades 1 through 8: \Wsdiay, September "15n the Parish Center at 7:30 pThisisan
especially important meeting if you are new to our program.

Required Parent M eetings:

Parents of % grade students preparing for Reconciliation: $Hay, September 80at 4:15 or 7:30 p.m.in the church

Parents of % grade students preparing for First Holy Communi@hursday, January 13, 2011 at 4:15 or 7:30 p.thé
church

Parents of 9 grade students preparing for Confirmation: WedagsNovember™ at 8:30 pm in the church..

Parents of 10 grade students preparing for the Confirmation &&trWednesday, Septembé&ra 7:30 pm in the Parish
Center * Please note: One parent or guardian needsto attend thisretreat meeting.

Confirmation | nterviews:

Required interview meetings for those preparingdonfirmation will be:
9" grade: December 1, 2010

10" grade: September 29, 2010 and January 12, 2011.

Registration will close August 2, 2010. Due to increasing enrollment, registrations received after August 2™
may be wait-listed. It is impossible to plan for space, books, arethers at the last minute so please send in your
registrations as soon as possible. In addition, widlunot receive any of the important mailings semit in August in
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preparation for the beginning of Religious Eduaatimm an effort to reduce paper usage and postage costs, thisisthe
only registration mailing we will be sending out for the upcoming school year. If we do not receive a signed form,
we can only assume that you have made other plans for the religious instruction of your children. We intend to
increase the amount of communication done via erailplease make sure that we have your most dliresuently
viewed email address on filf you have a child who attengsrochial school, please inform us so that we know who to
contact for Confirmation at the appropriate time.

One of the reasons that St. Catherine’s is suattwe parish, is the participation and suppodafnany of its members.
There is a ministry for everyone from Eucharistimister to youth activities. The greatest numbepebple, however,
are needed in the education of the youth of théslkpgrograms as catechists, principals, office hetpas baby sitters.
Most of the volunteers in our program are not @si@nal teachers, but see this not only as aniyctovhelp their own

children and their church, but as an enrichmenthefr own lives. If you have ever had any thougbftdecoming

involved, please call us and let us help you tadi#ed commitment to teach involves about 30 h@uygar of your time.

We have excellent materials to help you feel cotafie with the subject matter, and we offer worlghto get you

started and to keep you going. We are in needazhigrs on every level. Please think about joinimgnuspreading the
“Good News” and the story of Christianity. Pleas#e that all catechists must complete a backgralmtk and a
diocesan training program, “Protecting God's Clatdf

Finally, | consider my position here at St. Cathels to be a privilege. | am supported everydayhthy Smith, Mike
Martin, and Fr. Tom, who are always available tiphalong with our Religious Education secretarygrd Westerman,
and a volunteer staff of 85. Our program now has @00 students from five towns and 15 schoolss iEhan enormous
undertaking for our parish and our staff. Logidticave need the cooperation of all staff, paremd atudents if we are to
have the quality program our children deserve.d@leaalize how important it is for all of us to emstand and abide by
the handbook which is enclosed. We take very ssijaaur responsibility to give every child what feel they need and
deserve, and because of our size, it can only tengdished effectively within certain parametergaBe do not think of
the handbook as a book of unreasonable rules thérras a way for us to insure a safe, fair andsGén atmosphere for
all of our children. Please pay close attentiorth® paragraphs on Sacramental guidelines and iicydar to what
constitutes service hours. We ask that you takdinteeto read the handbook carefully and to signrégistration form. If
you have any questions, you can always call thegRak Education office at 973-334-5257, or addthesn at the parent
meetings.

Thank you so much for your continued support ofCattherine’s. It is wonderful to be involved with sany people who
care so deeply about the religious education df théldren.

Have a wonderful summer and you will hear from gaim in August, after your registration has beeamined.

Sincerely,

Barbara Buck
Director of Religious Education

Enc.



